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in existence and one or two that have become extinct, he misses the 
full significance of this religious heterogeneousness. Its influence 
was felt in every sphere of activity. It accounts for certain pecul- 
iarities of Pennsylvania politics to-day. It largely explains why the 
Pennsylvania-Germans have produced comparatively few great states- 
men and men of national reputation, and why they have not stamped 
themselves so strongly on the country as their numbers would war- 
rant. It long retarded the educational development of southeastern 
Pennsylvania. It is responsible for the strong tinge of individualism 
by which the Pennsylvania-German character is marked, as well as 
for a certain narrowness of social interest and feeling. 

This is a thoroughly readable book, rich in citations of authorities, 
with a splendid bibliography. No better book can be recommended 
for a general view of the subject, particularly to those who have yet 
to begin the study of this peculiar people. Its weaknesses and 
defects are summed up in the statement that it attempts too much 
for its limited pages. ^ v HlESTER _ 

Franklin and Marshall College. 

Das franzosische Gewerberecht und die Schaffung staa flicker 
Gesetzgebung und Verwaltung in Frankreich vom drcizehntcn Jahr- 
hundert bis tj8i. Ein Beitrag zur Enstehungsgeschichte der voll- 
kommenen Staatsgewalt, Von Rudolph Eberstadt. (Staats- und 
socialwissenschaftliche Forschungen, herausgegeben von Gustav 
Schmoller, Band XVII, Heft 2.) Leipzig, Duncker & Humblot, 
1899. — vii, 459 pp. 

This is a work of first importance to the student of economic his- 
tory. It represents, furthermore, the first attempt that has been 
made adequately to deal with French trade and industry before the 
days of Sully and Colbert. With the exception of a few monographs, 
the four volumes of Thierry's and the invaluable collections of 
Fagniez, no contribution has hitherto been made to the industrial and 
commercial history of France comparable with the work of Cunning- 
ham and Ashley for England, Pirenne for Belgium, and Inama- 
Sternegg and Lamprecht for Germany. Thierry's history of the 
Third Estate is to-day antiquated. 

Dr. Eberstadt was five years in preparing this history, which he 
issued in 1899 ; and during those years he published in addition two 
important monographs, by-products of his investigations. In 1897 
he opened anew the perennial problem of the origin of the mediaeval 
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gild and town, by putting forth a work of 250 pages, entitled Magis- 
terium und Fraternitas, in which he revived what Pirenne had called 
the hofrechtliche Theorie. He argued that the Zunft arose from 
groups of dependent craftsmen or artisans on a seigneurial estate 
under the authority of a manorial functionary — the magister — and 
that the magisterium represented a stage in the evolution of indus- 
trial corporations and likewise of the mediaeval town. He was 
immediately attacked by von Below, Rietschel, Pirenne and Des 
Marez ; for, though von Below does not agree with Pirenne and 
Des Marez any more than with Lamprecht, he is united with them 
in opposition to this peculiar theory of Eberstadt's. In 1900 the 
latter answered his critics with considerable vigor and showed him- 
self a disputant of no mean powers in Der Ursprung des Zunftwesen, 
noticed by Professor Ashley in the June number of this review. In 
the mean time, in 1898, he had issued a second monograph, Die Ent- 
wickelung der Konigmeister, on the origin and development of the 
royal right of nominating the Konigmeister from the time of Charles 
VI to the eighteenth century. These earlier works, Magisterium und 
Fraternitas and the Konigmeister, are frequently referred to in the 
present work, though a knowledge of the detail of each is taken for 
granted. 

In Das franzosische Gewerberecht, which forms the seventy-fourth 
fascicule of Schmoller's series, the author deals not only with the 
history of industrial corporations, but also with their relation to the 
state, to public law and to the rise of monarchy. His study is, 
therefore, as the sub-title indicates, a contribution to the history of 
French administration and government ; for he aims to show that 
the industrial organization did not stand alone, but existed as a part 
of, the central point in, the history of mediaeval political institutions. 
He denies that the Zunft should be considered only as an economic 
factor associated with production and trade, and asserts that its 
success was not due to economic causes only, or its eventual trans- 
formation to the growth of capital and a freer trade policy. He 
declares that capital and the gild system were not irreconcilable; 
that the blossoming time of the gild was in an age when the state 
was organized feudally and the estate system was dominant and 
private law in control ; and that the vital cause of the downfall of 
the system was the growth of the power of monarchy and of public 
law, and the rise of that enemy of all things mediaeval — the monar- 
chical state. Of course this view is not new, but the prominence 
given to it by Eberstadt is unusual. 
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The period covered by the work is from the thirteenth century, 
when industry and commerce were almost exclusively controlled by 
the corporation, to the close of the sixteenth century, when the cen- 
tral power had become the controlling factor. The reader passes 
through the period of material prosperity from the death of Philip 
the Fair to the opening of the Hundred Years' War ; through the 
period of internal anarchy which followed, when the conditions of 
trade underwent a change, and corporations that formerly had been 
organized on liberal lines were forced to adopt precautions against 
the competition of foreign merchants, and became in the fourteenth 
and fifteenth centuries narrow, jealous and oligarchic bodies ; through 
the period of unincorporated industry, Arbeit in Stuben und Kammern, 
to the middle of the fifteenth century, 1437, when Charles VII, having 
reconquered his kingdom, returned to his capital and inaugurated a 
period of monarchical restoration. The narrative reaches a new era 
with the accession of Louis XI, who, like Henry VII of England, 
saw in trade and commerce the real strength of the state and became 
" king of the merchants," encouraging the accumulation of capital 
and founding a state interest in industry. Then the author takes up 
the last great period, that of the sixteenth century, marked by the 
cessation of corporate development from within, the extension of 
corporate control by the state, fast becoming absolute, the increase of 
personal privileges and immunities and the practical victory of new 
activities and business methods, based on the individual, over the 
older system of the incorporated trades. Dr. Eberstadt shows that 
this was the victory, not of das unziinftige Gewerbe, which was deemed 
disreputable in the Middle Ages, but of das nichtziinftige Handwerk, 
which was quite as honorable as the ziinftige Handwerk; and he 
traces three phases in the development: (1) incorporated handicraft 
(die ziinftige Kunst, ars, scientid) ; (2) the unincorporated industry 
(which was considered dishonorable); and (3) the freie Kunst — that 
is, the non-incorporated but entirely honorable handicraft, which 
eventually won the victory. He closes the main portion of his dis- 
cussion with the edict issued by Henry III in 1581, an edict which 
in the eighteenth century the upholders of natural liberty interpreted 
as a declaration by an absolutist king of the droit du travail as a 
droit royal et domanial. He analyzes this edict with great care, con- 
sidering its contents and running to earth the origin of this view, 
which he calls the Domanialitat des Arbeitsrecht. 

Space is lacking here to examine further points of detail or the 
character of the evidence brought forward. The work is based 
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throughout on documentary material and, in the main, particularly 
for the period after 1437, the conclusions seem to be adequately 
supported. Notwithstanding the peculiarities of the magisterium, 
and notwithstanding a tendency on the part of the author to sever 
economic from social history and to rely too dogmatically on the 
evidence of laws and official regulations, this work is bound to 
become a first authority upon the subject of which it treats. 

Bryn Mawr College. Charles M. Andrews. 

Beitrage zur neuesten Handelspolitik Deutschlands . Bande I 
und II. Herausgegeben vom Verein fur Socialpolitik. Leipzig, 
Duncker & Humblot, 1900-1901. — vi, 336 ; vii, 222 pp. 

Following the conclusion of the Caprivi commercial treaties at the 
beginning of the last decade, the Verein fur Socialpolitik issued 
several volumes on the commercial policies of the various nations 
for the twenty years preceding the inauguration of these treaties. 
In view of the termination of these agreements at the end of 1903, 
a spirited agitation is now going on in Germany among all classes 
interested in the formation of new commercial treaties. Science is 
having its say in the two volumes above indicated, which are to be 
followed by others in the near future. The present numbers con- 
tain articles by one English, one American and six German writers. 
The contributions of ten years ago were largely historical, recording 
definite commercial policies which had recently been inaugurated 
by Germany, France, the United States and other countries. The 
present series is more largely statistical and aims not so much to 
record past events as to furnish material which will help Germany in 
framing her future commercial policy at the expiration of the present 
treaties. 

Judging from the two volumes already issued, the series when 
completed will give us a most excellent picture of recent economic 
conditions in the more important countries of the world. Two of 
the most valuable contributions in the published numbers — most 
valuable because they strike at the very roots of the present agita- 
tion — relate to German agricultural tariffs. They are written by 
Professor Conrad (" Die Stellung der landwirtschaftlichen Zolle ") 
and Dr. Heinrich Dade (" Die Agrarzolle"). The former is a suc- 
cessful attempt to present the question from the standpoint of the 
general welfare ; the latter is more agrarian in tone, but dignified, 
scientific and free from the absurd demands met with so often in 



